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Main building, College in the Hills, near Herod, Hlinois, 1935.
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This monograph was written in 1980, the year its author, Fred J. Armistead, died. Since then, Armistead’s
work has achieved a certain underground status in southeastern Hiinois, often being described as a suppressed
book. Not a book by any measure, it is an achievement worthy of publication, and Springhouse is pleased to

publish it now.

Several years ago, Springhouse presented  Mildred McCormick’s two-part article about the College in
the Hills. These, plus Armistead’s monograph printed here, constitute the most extensive study of the curious
and controversial school to appear in print. Even so, we have barely scratched the surface.

Again, the reader is urged to keep in mind the “present” of Fred J. Armistead’s “The College in the Hills,”

is 1980, not 2001.

Springhouse thanks Mildred McCormick, Billy Beal, Bill Carr, James Carr, Brian DeNeal Robert
DeNeal, Carolyn Feazel, Andrew and Judy Hamp, Noel E. Hurford, David Koch, Herb J. Meyer, and Debra

Tayes.

A Phenomenon of the Great Economic Depression

Fred J. Armistead

Fred J. Armistead is Emeritus Professor at Southemn
Illinois University-Carbondale. A native of Harrisburg,
he has had a lifetime interest in southern Illinois history,
the area’s peoples, and their problems. He eamned his
AM. at the University of Illinois-Urbana and his Ph.D.
at the University of California-Berkeley where he wrote
a historical study on the development of the Illinois jun-
1or high school for his dissertation. He is a member of the
Saline County and Illinois State Historical Societies. This
monograph was initially funded in part by SIUC.

DEDICATED to my wife, Marie, for she, too, has had a
lifetime interest in the hill people of Hardin County and
their struggles.

enny Cent stood in the doorway of the College in
the Hill’s single large building and gazed at Hardin
County’s Ozark landscape. It was an area of natural
beauty for “there are more kinds of trees in southern Illj-
nois than m all of Furope.” Springtime, too, must have
had its special attractions for him. “While there are as yet
in this part (Shawnee National Forest) no azaleas or tho-
dodendrons to festoon the hillside, the dogwood, redbuds
and many of the pretty wildflowers will soon be bloom-
ing profusely all along the roadside.”™ It was in the mid-
dle 19305 and as an artist, Penmy Cent could not failed to
have noticed during the summer the vivid sunsets made
more brilliant by the loess blown from the Great Plains’
Dust Bow] bundreds of miles to the west.
Who was this urbane man with the strange name—ob-
viously not his real one—and what caused him to be liv-

31

ing at this time in one of [the] most rural counties of Illj-
nois? Or, in a broader context what were the historical
events leading to the inception, brief existence, and de-
mise of the College in the Hills?

Targets of This Inguiry

Few places in Illinois would hold less promise of fu-
ture development, even survival, for an institution of
higher learning than the site selected for the College in
the Hills. Lack of adequate financial support, paucity of a
wide cultural environrnent, declining population in the
area—all were bad omens. Yet, there must have been
some assets beyond the apparent opportunities for sacri-
fice and service. Nevertheless, it was evident very soon
that the human elements overshadowed the natural re-
SOUICES.

¢ What individuals thought of a college to be built in
southern Illinois and what social forces motivated
them?

+ In general what kind of college did the founders envi-
sion and did they formulate any specific objectives
for it?

4+ From what geographical areas did the college seek
students and what type did it hope to attract?

¢+ What were the financial organization of the college
and its provisions for land, buildings, salaries, main-
tenance and expansion?

¢ Who were the faculty and outside advisers and their
backgrounds? :



¢ What proposed courses of study, imcluding extra-
curricular activities and community offerings, fmally
became operational?

+ How did the southem Illinois community react to The
College i the Hills?

# In retrospect what were the college’s successes and
failures?

Constrictions of Date and Setting

Few tasks are harder for historian and reader alike than
the one of delimitation. There is a great temptation to
describe and interpret the College in the Hills as if it be-
gan and continued in existence today. This monograph
can suggest only a few economic, social and physical
restrictions in the southern Illinois of forty-odd years ago
and leave them to the reader to fill the gaps for a more
nearly complete history. For example, the Great Eco-
nomic Depression was not confined to southern Illinois,
but its effects seemed intensified there in lower prices,
lower wages, lower standards of living. Transportation
for the college was at a premium: the closest railroad was
at Harrisburg and the only other connection link with the
outside world was State Highway 34, known locally as
“the hard road.”

Surrounding land prices were unbelievably low. Offi-
cials of the College in the Hills contracted with W. C.
Kane, an astute lawyer, bank director and business man
of Harrisburg in 1934 to buy 38 acres for $1000 or less
than $27 per acre for its campus. This price was not con-
sonant [consistent?] with that paid by the federal gov-
ernment for acreage used in the Shawnee National For-
est, which bracketed the College in the Hills geographi-
cally and chronologically. “...The Shawnee Purchase
Unit was established October 1, 1933. The Shawnee Na-
tional Forest was proclaimed September 6, 1939. The
price of land during the 30°s was one to three dollars per
acre...” Part of the higher price paid by the college may
be explained by the fact that it was in a choice location of
the county, a short distance east of State Highway 34 and
on a secondary road west of the Karber’s Ridge village.
In contrast, the national forest land had undesirable tracts
mixed with the better positions.

In such a rural setting Hardin County could not offer
the stimulation or indirect support large towns or cities
are assumed to give educational institutions. There was
no town of 3000 population or over. $tll there was no
competing college nearby inside the state, Southern IIli-
nois State Normal University (now Southern Illinois
University) at Carbondale was 57 miles away, a distance
magnified by the poor transportation of the area.

Table 1
Early Staff and Backgrounds (1934)

Name College or University Attended Position or Teaching Areas
At College in the Hills
Donald P. Brown Northwestem (BA)* President
Donald Monson Northwestern Business Manager and Architect
Astrid Aronson Morthwestern (BA) College Secretary and Social Re-
search
George Guemsey Morthwestern (BS) Humanities
Mildred George Ball State (BS), Northwestern * and Butler® Speech
Harold Monson St. Olaf College (BS) and Luther Seminary * Speech
Penny Cent (or Penrod Centurion?) | Friedrich Wilhelm University, Berlin Art
Thomas E. Garrison Northwesten (BA) Political Science
Madia Naumann Northwestern (BA) Psychology, German
| Richard F. Peterson University of inais (BA) and Northwesterm™ Psychology, Biology
* = Gradyate Work gl
Sources: College in the Hills, Summer Bulletin 1934
Hardin County Independent, June 14, 1934, p. 1
Evansville Press, September 29, 1935
Ibid., August 14, 1938, p. 10-C
Letter to author, Astrid Aronson Monson, January 28, 1980

The same sources listed later faculty which included Earl
Edgar, De Pauw, (Philosophy), who subsequently be-
came a university vice-president; Ethyl Potter Rolfe,
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Northwestern, (College Chaperone, Geology and Geog-
raphy) and Eunice Bonniwell, Northwestern and Iowa
State, (Philosophy). Other staff names on a later college

e e e ————



The Facuity. The only one we can name with certainty
Springhouse expects to have the Identification of the others by the next issue.

is Penny Cent, second from the right.

Er&eﬁr for r_e encyclopedia, this might have been an interior shot of a nearby home.
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comrmumity list were Dorothy Hilbert, Harvey Renfro,
Leon Caraker, Thelma Edwards, Charles Kuhn, Alvin
Lee, Beulah McFarland, Robert Zerlin and Frank Quaife.

There is a deficiency of documentary evidence on the
faculty and its backgrounds. Most persons had met in the
Chicago area, especially as Northwestern University stu-
dents. Youth was on their side. Faculty ages ranged from
21-20, as Business Manager Monson said, “Older people
could not have afforded to take the risks involved.”
There is no indication of racism or sexism, although all
were of the white race with a good balance between men
and women. Academic achievement was above average,
One faculty person (Aronson) eamed a Phi Beta Kappa
key and another (Penny Cent) won several Guggenheim
Awards. It 1s difficult to assess teaching impact on the
students. One, Robert L. Hunsinger, however, remem-
bered this phase as follows:

Question: It has been now over forty years since
you were a student at the College in the Hills,
Would you care to comment on the value of this ex-
perience?

Answer: Well, it’s hard for me to evaluate or put
my finger on what was really done there, but I don’t
think I was ever exposed (elsewhere) to the type of
instruction that I got there. These people really pre-
sented a picture of possibilities that I never [knew]
really existed. It gave me inspiration far beyond
what you can see of the College in the Hills.*

Few of the instructors involved in the planning and
founding stages were still connected with the college
when it folded. Moreover, none of the faculty came from
the area selected for the campus, and doubtless, this led
to a lack of understanding of the local mores. James
Hicks, rural teacher, father of one of the students and
brother to a near-by farmer who lent his machinery to the
college to level its land, made an interesting observation
on this point:

The faculty always referred to the local citizens as
“natives” (interpreted by said residents as a deroga-
tory term) and one instructor made the comment that
not one-half of one per cent had running water nor a
bathroom in their homes.’

Permy Cent was the mystery man of the faculty. No
one seemed to be certain of his true name. After the col-
lege went out of existence, two of the faculty (D. Mon-
son and Aronson) were married and spent many years
working overseas in South America and Africa. Pres-
ently, they live in a beautiful home in Hawaii and it was
the author’s privilege to visit them there. During a con-
versation he mentioned that the local postmaster at
Herod, Illinois, (which post office had served the col-
lege) stated he thought Penny Cent’s legal name was
Friedrich Wilhelm Schmidt. The Monsons said they
didn’t know actually but “it was as good as any."™

Varied College Objectives

Commencement was approaching at Northwestern
University in 1934 and job opportunities appeared bleak.
Instilled by youthful enthusiasm to do a socially desir-
able task, a small group of students set about looking for
a locale, which met their requirements. A few Chicago
area professors and clergy gave the group some guid-
ance, inspiration, and a little fmance.

This advisory board was not formally organized during
the early days of the college, but evolved later, and thus
helped set its objectives only indirectly. Since the insti-
tution was a private venture, there were fewer legal re-
strictions than would have been placed on a public col-
lege. Advice and financial help came on a one-to-one or
small group basis. The records are not clear as to fre-
quency or the nature of all the board’s official transac-
tions. It does seem, however, that the advisory board did
not assume powers of a more formal board of regents.

Advisory board of the College
Name Position Location
Dr. Paul H. Douglas Professor of Economics University of Chicago
Dr. Benjamin Van Riper State Supervisor of Education lllinois Emergency Relief Commission

Dr. Emest Fremont Tittle Bishop First Methodist Church, Evanston, lllinois
Dr, Arthur James Todd Head of Sociclogy Department Northwestem University
Dr. Charles H. Behre, Jr. Head of Geology Department Northwestem University

Baker Brownell Professor of Journalism

Northwestem University
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All fiscal and corporate affairs are decided by the fac-
ulty in residence, acting in lieu of a board of trustees.
Matters dealing with student life are decided by the
college as a whole, meeting as a body.”

As the university students, soon to become college in-
structors and administrators discussed their future, what
objectives were proposed and which ones finally crystal-
lized? Categorization of the college’s type or kind de-
pends on at least two variables: the date on which the
classification was made and the purpose as the evaluator
saw it. What was the main educational thrust of the Col-
lege in the Hills? An early press release quoted President
Brown as announcing “final plans for a new labor col-
lege.” Evidently, Brown saw feasible opportunities for
this objective in the chosen site: “The location, in the
Ozark uplift, was selected because of its possibilities in
labor education among the miners and workers nearby.” °
Brown had been an instructor at the University of Ilinois
in mathematics, but his graduate studies were in political
science and sociology. Perhaps from his work in these
fields, he saw another angle or definition to “labor col-
lege,” one in which student self-support had educational
value.

-..the theory that a desirable training for life can be
made available to a group of students who prove
themselves willing to live and work together on a
co-operative basis.'®

Later, the hard conditions of the Great Economic De-
pression were to implement Brown’s theory. Beyond the
potentia] for organizing the labor forces and training their
leaders, the president proposed a broader initjal base of
learning: “The college,” according to Brown, “will at-
tempt to give a social and economic interpretation of pre-
sent-day living.”"" Possibly he viewed this part of the
curriculum as one of survey courses with more complex
subject-matter and/or presentations reserved for upper
classmen: “Special seminary courses in labor problems
and mining conditions will be offered to the more ad-
vanced students,”"

So many charges of radical political-social positions
would come later in the college’s life to hamper and
cloud its work, it is well to document some early state-
ments by its founders. In the formative period of the
school’s existence, there appeared to be an attempt to
preserve the labels of a traditional organization, yet to
bend its emphasis towards left of center. Just eleven days
before the first session opened this point of view was
expressed in a letter from the president to a prospective
student.

The degree of “lefiness” of the College in the Hills
is somewhat difficult to determine definitely. The
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school has purposely been planned as a liberal arts
college rather than simply a training course for labor
organizers. At the same time, we have stated defi-
nitely in our catalogue that we are trying to be in-
strumental in the bringing of a new social order, as
well as fitting our students to be citizens of that or-
der. Of the faculty, a few are members of the So-
cialist Party, others are non-party socialists, and I
believe that it is safe to say that there is not one of
us who is not well to the left of center. There is no
political party or group backing us. We have pur-
posely kept ourselves free from any alliance, which
might attempt to dictate our policies, *

Prospective students continued to inquire about an in-
expensive education not bound by political conservatism.

I have heard of experiments for making it possible
for young people to get a liberal arts education at
low cost. I understand that the College in the Hills
with which Socialists are experimenting is in I1li-
nois. ™

Verdun’s letter was not answered by President Brown,
but by Acting Director Donald Monson, who negated in
part the definite Socialist Party label. “.. The college is
not an official Socialist Party venture. The only connec-
tion is that some members of the staff are also members
of the party and the school is strongest in the social sci-
ences."”

Other faculty members tried to interest future students
unable to afford an education at a large institution or not
aftracted by the usual collegiate offerings and setting.
The head of the Social Sciences who was also the college
secretary stated this position succinctly in a “sausage
comparison.”

I can perhaps tell you a few things about the College
that will make you like the idea. It was originally
started by a group of young college graduates |
mostly from the Middle West, who felt that there
were large numbers of intelligent young people who
could not afford to attend the usual large university,
and that, perhaps the type of education offered in the
average university or college was not always what a
student was looking for. Classes of fifty or seventy-
five, routine lectures, examinations, and the more or
less regimentation of such a college have often been
condemned by modem educators as turning out
college graduates in much the same way as a ma-
chine grinds out sausages.'®

In lieu of the usual formalized higher education, Aron-
son proposed an informal program tailored to the indi-
vidual through close contacts with the “advisors,” as the
professors were to be called. “We believe the extremely
close personal contact between students and advisors

m—_.




Part of the library. Had members of the faculty bothered to look up the word “prejudice” in the
large dictionary atop the shelf, they might have been less idealistic, more practical. At the very
least, they would have refrained from calling the local people “natives.” The hill Jolk suffered in
many ways, they rarely suffered a shortage of pride.
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which we develop here leads to a much more individu-
alized and personalized education... Whatever else stu-
dents who have been here say, they always agree that
they have learned many things not to be found in text-
books!™”

An Inexpensive Social Life

Lest the student applicant become frightened at the
austere study-work ethic alone, the college tried a pro-
gram of recreation within the constraints of limited in-
stitutional and personal budgets.

I find that I have not mentioned socia] life. We have
a congenial group here, and generally manage to
keep ourselves amused. About once a week, several
arrange to drive in to Harrisburg, sixteen miles away
or to Rosiclare, eighteen miles away, for a dance or
a movie. In time, we hope to establish the college as
2 commumity house for the neighborhood, and if you
are at all interested in children and young people,
you will find this a rich field for any work in music,
dramatics, games, folk-dancing or other talents you
may have."

Accessibility of Churches

One student applicant inquired as to the neamess of
places of worship and the secretary informed him

Since we are so far out in the country, it is difficult
for students to attend the denomination of their
choice if they happen to belong to a church whose
nearest house of worship is in town, which is sixteen
miles away. We have, within a few miles of us, a
Catholic church , and several country churches of
the evangelistic type..."

Private, Not a Public Institution

In regard to the government educational hierarchy, all
evidence points to the fact that the College in the Hills
Wwas a private institution, not a part of the State of Ili-
nois’ public education system. In a unique sense the col-
lege was not built by an outside agency and handed over
to an instructional staff later. The faculty planned, and
with student help, constructed it. To quote the College
Secretary, “We have the absolute essentials—over two
thousand books, a group of teachers, who, themselves
created and built the school. ..

Accreditation and Transfer of Earned Credits
Naturally, prospective students who earned credits

wanted to know if these academic hours could be trans-
ferred to other colleges and universities.

The University of Illinois will give credit upon ex-
amination for any course which we give for which
there is an equivalent course at the University. At
the University of Chicago, all transfer students are
expected to be able to pass their comprehensive ex-
aminations before being admitied to the upper col-
lege. At Carbondale State Teachers’ College, (sic)
credit will be given upon examination. This is the
regular procedure followed in regard to wnaccredited
schools.”!

Large Obstacles

The faculty sensed early with cold realism there were
large built-in obstructions in the segments of society with
which it was to deal. The stark situation was well stated
in a letter seeking help outside the immediate carnpus
area,

-..I write to you conceming the College in the Hills,
an educational and community center which was
started this summer in southern Mlinois. This area is
composed, roughly speaking, of three different
population groups. First, the people employed in the
coal industry in the southern Illinois coal field. Sec-
ond, those connected with the fluorspar industry, the
center of which is Rosiclare, located sixteen miles
from the College. And, third, the subsistence farm-
ers in the rural areas surrounding the College. The
situation, is, perhaps better understood when it is
remembered that up to forty per cent of the popula-
tion are on the relief rolls in the counties of the
southem part of the state, and that as mary as sey-
enty-five per cent, and in a few towns, one hundred
per cent of the people are unemployed

The genersal tone of need continued to be reflected 3
few months later as the State Supervisor of Adult Educa-
tion in the Office of the Superintendent of Public In-
struction, State of Illinois, appealed to The Camegie
Foundation in New York City on behalf of the college.

[Note: Herod is in Pope County. G D]

A note from “The College in the Hills,” located at

Herod, Hardin County, Tllinois, informs me that they

have applied to vou for aid. Although they have not

explicitly asked me to do so, I want to take this op-
portunity to say something to you in their faver. The
region in which they are located is, perhaps, the
most primitive in the State of Ilinois. It is culturally
a colony of the hill region of Kentucky and Tennes-
see. There is no general locality in the state more in
need of the kind of educational work the college can
do; at the same time —as is but natural—there is no
region less aware of its educational needs... They
were well aware of the resistance they would have

to face from local fanatic provincialism: and so were
we...I have the utmost confidence in the ability and




devotion of the little group now at the college. I can
assure you that any help you can give them will be
an investrent in the future enlightenment of one of
the darkest regions in this troubled state.

Tents, Sheds and a Permanent Building

Unsatisfactory housing is one of the crosses higher
education usually bears, and the College in the Hills was
no exception. On the theoretical side, construction was to
be delayed until faculty and students arrived for a co-
operative educational effort. Actually no building could
be planned and executed beforehand from a practical
viewpoint inasmuch there were not enough funds. There-
fore, the 1934 Summer Session began in floored tents
and sheds. Speculation is not historical research, still it is
interesting to surmise how many prospective students
were discouraged from the beginning by poor housing as
was Vivien Hunter, Logansport, Indiana, who requested
her five dollars initial deposit be refunded, June 25,
1934, and bluntly wrote, “Sunday with my parents I vis-
ited the College in the Hills, and they decided it was
hardly a satisfactory place for them to leave me.”

During the first few months, Donald Monson, school
architect, decided on a construction pattern for the cam-
pus. “The buildings will be in the *‘modemn’ or ‘interna-
tional” style, much afier the fashion of Frank Lloyd
Wright’s adaptation of the Japanese.™ Then Monson
designed 2 very comfortable building using fieldstone
from the school quarry and other indigenous material. An
outstanding feature was its large fireplace. By early
1935, Monson had become acting director or president
upon the resignation of Donald Brown who took a posi-
tion of casework supervisor in the Herrin district of Wil-
liamson County and described the main all-purpose
structure and temporary housing as follows:

...At the moment the college has one building fifty
by sixty feet now being completed which houses the
kitchen, library-living room, and the women’s dor-
mitory. The men sleep in a summer cottage, which
is being insulated. With both buildings completed
we can house not over six more men without exces-
sive crowding and two or three more women... The
staff wishes to limit the student body for the present
not over fifty and feel that thirty to forty students
will probably be a desirable number.

Getting Started

Press releases in early 1934 describing the college and
its proposed offerings went to out-of-state newspapers in
the St. Louis and Evansville areas as well as to concen-
trations in northern and southern Illinois. Many personal

letters (postage three cents) were mailed, and even the
popular “penny” postal card of that era was pressed into
service to tell the story of the College in the Hills, but
the telephone seems to have been used sparingly proba-
bly because of its expense and scarcity in the area. Con-
tacts were made with southern Illinois public high school
principals and librarians. Sometimes these school offi-
cials returned a list of seniors, indicating likely prospects.
Next, the college made follow-up interviews, and records
still exist as hand-written notes, e. E.

A random sampling of student inquiries shows a fairly

__son of immigrant mother

__omrelief

_ president of class

__runner-up in State American Legion
public speaking contest

__was out, but mother interested

__will probably hitch-hike to see college

__signed up for CCC (Civilian Conserva-
tion Corps)

__mother enthusiastic about CH, but
afraid relief will be cut off and

__Mr.__(principal) “doubts whether
democracy and civilization are compatible,”
but will send list.

wide geographic spread (Chicago, Evanston, Harrisburg
and Mendota from Illinois; Arcadia, Noblesville and At-
lanta from Indiana). Since these prospective students
would be requested to do a certain number of hours work
as part of their education, they were asked to state their
vocational background. More specifically, information
was sought in training or experience in several fields, ¢.
g, typing, bookkeeping, baking, driving a car, rough car-
pentry, blacksmithing, cooking, ironing plus group,
community or social welfare employment. These data
were not sought as theoretical bases for discussion only,
but were re-enforced by personal letters.

...As you may know, four hours labor a day is the
major part of the tuition a student is asked to pay.
This is spent on some phase of the college work—
quarrying, wood-splitting, hauling rock, gardening,
construction, etc. This work is over by ten o’clock
and t]:;:'rest of the day is spent in study and class-
work.

One may wonder how the four hours would be fin-
ished by ten o’clock in the moming, however the pub-




Table 3

Tentative Daily Schedule
Time Activities
(A.M.)
4:30 “rise and shine”; customary chores, such as getting water anc
firewood
6:00 breakfast
6:30 - 10:00 (boys) construction and garden work
{girs} domestic duties
10:00 - 10:30 study
11:30 dinner
M.)
12:00-1:30 recreation
1:30 - 5:00 classes
hi15 supper
5:45-8:00 study and recreafion
8:00 bedtime

Source: The Evansville Press, Sept. 29, 1935

Note the term “dirmer”™ for the noon meal and “supper”
for the evening one are designations generally used lo-
cally. Compared with today’s colleges and universities,
few students in 1980 would agree to the 4:30 A M. rising
and the 8: P.M. bedtime, but they might like the short
study hours on the schedule. Apgain, the time allottnents
for physical labor emphasize the cooperative, work-type
curriculum aims of the college.

Such a rugged work-type program did not discourage
all prospective students, yet after over forty years it is
difficult for the American public to realize how desper-
ately some young people wanted higher education but
were without money in the Great Depression. The finan-
cial schemes for student help were still in the future. As
an example of the many appeals in the College in the
Hills files, one came from a small Ilinois town near East
St. Louis on July 5, 1935 whose author for obvious rea-
sons cannot be identified.

Dear Sirs:
I want to sincerely thank you for your kind offer,
and wish I were in a condition to accept. But I ha-
ven't money, and I stay with my step-father so I ha-
ven’t anything I can call my own but my clothing.
The only thing I can offer in return for an education
is labor. I hoped you could accept that but if not I
am very sorry because I would like to attend your
school. If you can make it possible for me to attend,
please let me know soon, if not thank you again and
hope your school is a success which I think it will
be.

Sincerely
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The college secretary had written this note at the bot-
tom of the letter, “Told to come-—sign note payable in 5
to 10 years—no interest—Astrid.”

Scholarships were evidently at a premium, but there is
a record of at least one offered (value ten dollars) July
16, 1935 for the summer session. The tuition was to be
covered by the student’s labor. Room rental was not
charged because the dormitory facilities were temporary.
The ten-dollar scholarship would be payment for the
food bill during the eight weeks, according to Mrs. E. P.
Rolfe, one of the faculty who signed the letter.

The college’s start in 1934 was one of financial and
emotional discouragement. One of the faculty graphi-
cally described this said state of affairs in a letter from
“The Camp” to two of her colleagues.

The Camp

Herod, Illinois

June 1934

Dear Don.and Astrid,

If I do not get the student prospect list today, I
feel that my being here is rather pointless...] am
broke. Feel that the housing, sanitation, food and
water are unfair to the people I brought down. Two
felt ill this morning. Do not have encugh money of
my own to send them home...Went to Sunday
school at Herod Sunday. Contacted student who
may do the plowing for partial payment on tuition.
Walked ten miles yesterday hunting tools and stu-
dents and food.
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The people about need us and want us. Newspa-
per man was up from Rosiclare this moming. Com-
plained about lack of news from us...Am getting
milk from the Henry Hicks’ for twenty cents a gal-
lon. Butter for fifteen, garden stuff from impover-
ished family with six children for small sum...

If you do your part and get us some money and
get down here quickly the boys I have brought down
will stay as students...] am still wondering how
long they can live on beans and potatoes. For break-
fast, we had toast without butter and oatmeal and
coffee. Can’t keep that up long...

A Mildred George™
LLEGE I THRERULS

The college personnel probably did not face actual
starvation, but variety and quantity of suitable food was a
daily problem. In this respect, the farm families around
them with their vegetable gardens, poultry and cows
fared better. Because the College in the Hills was not a
part of the state school system, its officials were not re-
quired to mspect it. Yet Clyde L. Flynn, Sr. (Hardin
County Superintendent of Schools, 1935-1951) gave the
struggling college any help he could. One day John A.
Wieland, Superintendent of Public Instruction for the
State of Illinois, came to Hardin County on official busi-
ness and Flynn invited Wieland to visit the College in the
Hills unofficially, for he wanted the State Superintendent
to see what “desperate straits™ the school was in. They
arrived at mealtime and observed the meager fare on the
table. Thereupon, Wieland drove his car back to Eliza-
bethtown, filled it with groceries and returned with the
gift of food to the school. Flynn sought other means to
help the faculty financially, €. g., by using the professors
as lecturers at county teachers institutes.”® Still, student
tuition, gifts from Evanston and Chicago friends, and
outside work by the faculty in government social agen-
cies could hardly keep the wolf from the door, for there
were many days, doubtless, when they heard him howl,

No Mention of Mathematics

An examination of the original student applications
shows two types of curriculum mterests. There was the
traditional subject-matter, fields ordinarily found in a
liberal arts organization: geology, art, beginning psy-
chology, biology, social science, economics, English lit-
erature and world history. A surprising fact: no mention
of a mathematics inquiry was found, although President
Brown had an undergraduate concentration in that field
and would be expected to push it.

Mevertheless, a few prospective students did not fit
into the first type. Apparently, they wanted some aca-
demic experimentation with requests of “social justice
plays with a purpose™; “social psychology, especially
the phase of dealing with abnormal children™; “labor
problems in the coal fields™; “flying and travelling” and

“play production.”
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First Classes and Community Involvement

During the first session (summer 1934), ten classes
were conducted daily except on Wednesday. The art
classes under Penny Cent met every afternoon between
the hours of two and four for individual instruction in
character sketching and caricature portraying. “The in-
structor is especially interested in having neighborhood
people visit the art class and seeing the work that is being
done by the students,”

Two more examples of community involvement are
given in the same publicity.

The College in the Hills has just started a weekly
radio program over Station WEBQ, Harrisburg, a 9
o"clock on Monday evenings. The first program last
Monday featured “Minuet”™ by Louis N. Parker, a
onie-act dramatic sketch. The play was under the di-
rection of Miss Mildred George, advisor in speech.
Harriette Rolfe sang two numbers and Donald
Brown, president, spoke of the College i the Hills.
Another feature of the new college is the Sunday
afternoon sessions of the Modem Civilization
course, under the direction of Geo. Guemsey. The
meetings are held at 5 o’clock and the public is in-
vited. The subject for next Sunday is “Art in the
Modern World.” The discussion will be lead by
Penny Cent.*®

Later, the college helped Crossroads, a Hardin County
rural school in an exchange program in which the faculty
enlarged the library and taught music, art and dramatics
to the elementary pupils who in tum helped with public
performances at the college.

There were no blacks among the college faculty or
student body—in fact few lived in Hardin County—yet
the staff helped this minority group with extra activities
at the segregated black Lincoln Elementary School in
operation at that time in Harrisburg by teaching classes
i music and stagecraft and in the presentation of special
programs, such as those at Christmas.

Other bids for public acceptance racked up by the col-
lege in commumity offerings were the establishment of
the first public library in Hardin County (at Rosiclare)
besides the formation of various children’s clubs there,
plus the sponsorship of a children’s theatre at Harrisburg.

Ridicole, Rumors, Insults

Almost from its inception and throughout its existence,
the school was under a cloud of suspicion. It was not ap-
proved by southem Illinois. Hunsinger, a former student,
pinpointed this “lack of acceptance by the community in
which it was located,” even over money problems, as the
main reason the college had to close its doors.” It was
not only a case of being ignored, there appears to have
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been a drum fire of sarcasm, gossip and abuse heaped
upon nearly everyone conmnected with the institution.
Many of the people interviewed in Hardin County had
derogatory remarks fo say about the school followed by
the plea, “Please don’t quote me,” which made their per-
ceptions, comments and interpretations practically
worthless as historical research material. This pathetic
fear of being cited was not easily accounted for. The un-
dercurrent of adverse criticism was succinctly recognized
by Astrid Aronson, the college secretary, in a feature
story released to the press.

I suppose they’re all Communists... That's what
some people thought. They’ve also been rumored to
be nudists, free-love cultists, Holy Rollers, mission-
aries and royalists.

The business manager , too, was also aware of the lo-
cal gossip used to discredit the college.

Other incidents...were a lack of dignity and a viola-
tion of social prejudices, such as women smoking
and dress too informal, in their opinion, to have suf-

ficient decorum for the position we claimed.*

In today’s framework of changing cultural values,
these idle speculations would be largely disregarded, but
in the rigid mores of the college’s community of the
1930s, they canceled much of the hoped-for progress.

There is always room for honest differences of opinion
m religion and politics, but these diversities brought
community censure remembered years afterward, e. g.,

1. Morality vs. Religion

One of the (college) teachers came to our church,
and he was asked if he were a Christian. He made a
talk about being a good man, not about Christian-
it}".ﬂ

2. Red Flag Incident

One unresolved occurrence is connected with flying a
red flag. Mrs. Earl T. George (then Mary Hamp) gave
this researcher invaluable information and was one of the
few Hardin County residents who did not ask to remain
anonymous. She was never a student at the College in the
Hills, but as a teenager visited the campus often and
knew the faculty and students well. She said, “A red flag
flew at the school several days and then the community
realized it was Communist.™ On the other hand,
Hunsinger, student during the summer of 1934 stated, “I
never saw a red or Communist flag there.™ Even the
press at the other end of the state made note of the “red

flag™ story.
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A group of unemployed students went among the
hill folk of Hardin County, in southern Illinois, to
found a school. The appearance of girls in knickers,
the displaying of a danger flag on the tail of their
truck while construction was in progress, led to
strange rumors about what they were; however, they
report Hardin county people generally no longer re-
gard them as nudists or nihilists. The College in the
Hills, which is the name they gave their school, now
bas a building—they built it.**

Donald Monson, school architect, recalled the State
Highway 34 concrete slab had been poured not long be-
fore construction at the college started, but culverts,
drainage ditches, and the secondary road leading to the
campus were not finished at this time to account for
waming flags.”’

Community disapproval was usually expressed in gen-
eralizations rather than in specifics: “These people did
not click (Goetzman).”** Or “They were a little radical. It
was not a fit place (Partain).” Sometimes the commu-
nity sabotage was more subtle, as when Penny Cent gave
the commencement address to the class of 1934 at the
Rosiclare high school. Somehow, the principal advised
the graduates not to attend the College in the Hills since
it was not accredited, and this recommendation, accord-
mng to one of the class members, “killed any urge to at-
tend the college.” Here and there were a few defenders.
College personnel often came to a contiguons farm to
buy milk and eggs from Mrs. A. F. Hamp who described
them in a beautiful phrase as “peace-loving people,™
but sadly enough the detractors were louder than the
friends.

Financial Help Always Needed

Few of the college’s activities were free from the
deadening overtones of poverty. Resourcefulness was
demonstraied to a remarkable degree, e. g., tools were
borrowed from local mining companies and donations of
electrical supplies sought from them, salvage lumber
came from razed bams, clay was used when builders had
no cement and stone was dug from campus creek-beds
before the school’s quarry was established. Some build-
ing supplies were obtained from community lumber
companies, but because of the college’s restricted credit
rating, most had to wait until adequate finances became
available.

Some revenue had been expected from student tuition.
The first bulletin asked $28 total {of which $18 was des-
ignated for food) at the ten-weeks summer session in
1934, vet this meager sum was not always realized as the
college accept “kind” (goods or produce) as payment
instead of cash. Then, too, the small enrollment hurt the
cash flow derived from tuition monies. President Brown
gave one projection; 3
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while no definite figure could be released on the
number of registered students, Donald Brown,
president of the college stated that the summer reg-
istration must be limited to sixty students.**

The school architect planned for not over fifty and the
staff thought a desirable number would be thirty to forty
students.” A frequent visitor said, “The most students I
ever saw was seventeen or eighteen.”

The college was, therefore, forced to search elsewhere
for financial support. The other base of operations be-
sides Hardin County was Evanston, Illinois. Sympathetic
friends in that community gave small donations of five or
ten dollars, One, Mrs. Herman Fabrey, gave over $300
during 1935, a sizeable contribution when projected
against the Great Depression. Owing to general eco-
nomic distress, little support came from the busmess
sector. In addition to a little support from local mining
companies, the Cable Piano Company presented a used
instrument. The college turned to state and national gov-
ermrnent agencies, some of which had an economic relief
basis for existence. The Office of the Superintendent of
Public Instruction of the State of Illinois was limited in
helping as the college was a private institution. The Ilh-
nois Emergency Relief Commission was able to approve
Project No. 1918, Herod, Illinois, College in the Hills,
August 1, 1934, which provided salaries for six teachers
at $50 per month plus $15 for supplies. The source and
rates of pay are a reflection agam of the severe economic
stress of the 1930s. Furthermore, one official recognized
a storm wamning in a need for community approval be-
fore assistance was given. This happened before the
teaching of the first class.

...It occurs to me that the people in Washington

might hesitate to offer assistance unless they can be

convinced in some way that the project would have

at least the moral support of persons properly quali-

fied t? pass judgment on it and who live in Illi-
P

nois.

This “moral support™ had evidently not been gained by
the college’s second year. In an application to the Federal
Emergency Relief Administration the institution identi-
fied some of its difficulties locally:

At this point it might be well to consider the fact
that although an honest attempt has been made by
professional relief workers to keep relief on a
strictly nonpartisan basis in [llinois, the county poli-
ticians have fried again and agam to use the large
relief rolls to their political advantage. It seems in-
credible to them that one is not a Republican or a
Democrat, and that one’s interest is in having people
clothed and fed rather than in gaming a political ad-
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vantage, or that all one is trying to do is to teach
people to see their social environment as it is.*

It appeared that when federal and state relief agencies
tried to tie their efforts to county outlets, it had an ad-
verse effect on the college. Local officials rejected help
for personnel on the grounds the faculty was not a family
unit nor had been residents of Hardin County two years.
It is hard to think of any financial schemes the college
did not try, e. g., payment on land and building materials
were postponed as long as possible, a benefit concert at
Evanston was co-sponsored with a medical clinic fea-
turing the Paul Whiteman Orchestra which netted about
$125 for each sponsor, and there was a fruitless proposal
to raise sheep on the college farm. Still these efforts sim-
ply could not raise enough revenue. The staff began to
take positions in southern Illinois government agencies
i a last desperate effort to keep the college in operation
on a reduced scale or to revive it when it temporarily
closed. Five members of the original staff (Monson,
Cent, Rolfe, Bonniwell, and Aronson) met December 7,
1935, and signed an agreement that monies earned by
them in the form of salaries or wages would be appor-
tioned as follows:

a) one-third to apply on the college’s debts, amounting
to $873.32,

b) one-third at disposal of the individual to meet fam-
ily obligations and personal débts and

¢} one-third reserved for the personal expenses of
maintenance and clothing as each may have.

Discouragement began to show in the Advisory Board
discussions. One member (Todd) recommended that “we
close up shop and leave the place flat,” but another (Van
Riper) opposed the idea [saying] the college personnel
“had no other place to go and it might be necessary for us
to remain there and go on relief if no jobs were forth-
coming...” “It all ended in their softening it to the letter
Behre (another Board member) sent us.™’

It is an unusual fact that only three months before this
depressing correspondence was written, the College in
the Hills became a corporation on October 9, 1935. It is
not clear from the records why this legal step was not
taken in the beginning days of the college’s formation or
even before. Illinois’ Secretary of State Edward .
Hughes issued Certificate Number 3474 (Hardin County
and not for pecuniary profit) to Alvin Lee, Donald Mon-
son and Walter S. Voss as incorporators and named fac-
ulty members (Aronson, Bonniwell, Cent, Edgar, Lee,
Monson and Rolfe) as “the Directors to control and man-
age said corporation for the first year of its corporate ex-
istence.” The legal purpose of the college was defined
differently in the corporation statement than in the origi-
nal published aims. j




The object for which it is formed is to furnish for
the residents of Hardin and adjacent counties in
southern Illinois a center for promoting educational
and recreational opportunities, for teaching social
hygiene and progress in various industries, particy-
larly agriculture, to own the necessary equipment
and property to provide such facilities, to do such
experimental work in industry and agriculture as
may be necessary to accomplish the purposes above
States.

The meaning of “social hygiene” above was never ex-
panded, and by the time the college was incorporated, it
had been in operation over a year under the guidance of
the same newly named faculty-directors. This shakedown
period perhaps modified the earlier goals. Although the
College in the Hills had ceased to exist as a functioning
institution several months prior, it was not until April 27,
1939, the Attomey General in the Superior Court of
Cook County (Chancery No. 108301) formally dissolved
the corporation.

Paying for the Land

The $1000 promised in payment for the 38 acres was a
never-ending burden. The minuscule tax had been over-
looked and found by accident.

Dear Astrid,

...Also we found in the Hardin County Independent
the delinquent tax list and that Kane has not paid the
$5.32 tax on this place and it will be posted for sale
on 21% along with the rest, at the sheriff’s (who is
also collector) office at E-town. Penny and I were
wondering if we should get there first and bid it in,
we could acquire possession, this is, title to the
place. It would be a sardonic joke, nicht wahr?. ..

Ethlyn Potter Rolfe

Donald Monson asked help from friends of the college
living in Evanston to get “the basis of an assured income
started,” but his plan did not materialize adequately. The
full amount was not paid, and a special meeting of the
directors (D. Monson, Astrid Aronson Monson, Edgar,
Cent and Rolfe) was called July 10, 1945. W. C. Kane,
the former owner, and the assignee of the purchase
money notes, agreed to pay $450.00 cash to the corpo-
ration to surrender the deed and a release of all claims
under the bond for deed dated March 3, 1934, which of-
fer was accepted. [Note: This is confusing in that Ar-
mistead has already indicated the corporation was for-
mally dissolved April 27, 1939. G.D.]Thus, ownership of
the land had come full circle in eleven years back to the
attorney who had sold it to the college.

The Last Difficult Days

Persons outside the college had recorded their adverse
premonitions—after some had thappened—in the
school’s early days.

A wise man once said: “when troubles come, they
come not single spies, but in battalions.” You had
no means of knowing what to expect in way of dif-
ficulties...The old ladies used to say that children
need something hard to cut their teeth upon. You'll
soon have your teeth cut and when you do, grit ‘em,
set your jaw and if you need more jaw, borrow some
of that long Scotch Presbyterian jaw of Monson’s
and keep it set in the right direction.*®

The author slipped on his facts. Donald Monson was a
Lutheran of Swedish ancestry, but his forebodings
throughout the college’s existence held true to a remark-
able degree. Now enough students and revenue were
committed to have classes in 1936. Most of the faculty
scattered to other jobs and in October 1936 Penny Cent
rented the large college building four months to Pervious
Partain, Hardin County resident, as living quarters for his
family.

I had just married. The college people had been
gone several months, but there were lots of stff
stored there: windows, hinges, books carefully
boxed and several afghans, which would be valuable
now. Everything looked like they planned to return.
Before they did there was a fire after we moved.
Perhaps all that property left there was a motive for
the stealing and burning.*

The large rock chimney was about the only relic left
for many years to mark the site of the College in the
Hills, and it gradually disappeared as local residents pi-
rated the stone for building materials, since it was easier
to remove it than to quarry more in adjacent creck-beds.

Later History of the Faculty

The college’s records are silent on the lives of most of
the staff following their Hardin County experiences of
the 1930s. But another note can be added to the biogra-
phy of Donald Monson. He was forced to spend a year in
a Chicago hospital, victim of tuberculosis, Upon recov-
ery, he went back to school at Northwestern and did
some research as a spin-off from the College in the Hills
years when he wrote A Sociological Analysis of the City
of Harrisburg to detail the living conditions and other
community limitations of the coal miners there,
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The Collegs in ths Hills is a ventures in ednoatlon,
based on the theory that s worthwhils training for
1ifs omn be mads evallable to & group of mtudents

who are willipg to live and Work together om a
thoroughly ocoparative bosia. A8 a reeault of thim
theory, wa hava bean ebls to make ths coat to each
individual lower then ordinsry livieg sxpenssa at homs,
At ths sams tima we are attempting to bring the Col-
lage into tha commmity through axtennicn claafed

end mdult sivestion groupsa. In tmilding an eduncatlon
to pexrve this preaent age, the Collsge in the Hllla
has almad at two apdai:---we are halpipg to build a
new Aocisl, sconomic, and politieal order in oux
tiow, and we are trying to melke onrselves Ilnto human
boinge capable of living 1n that better order.

QENHAAL DMeORMAT IOH

The College opsmed last June and ren & ten-weak quar-
tar exnding Anguat 3l. that time & tomporary
boilding wam gonatructed, which is now being mads
Winterproof, This atructurs will houee the kitchen;
a ocombination living-room, dinirg-room, and llibrary;
and ths womsn'es Aormitory. Othsr atructures are
planned In scoordanca ®ith our concopticn of orgoanioc
architecture, veing the natlive cak, apd etops from a
quarry on the campus,. W%We are trying fto put vp &
tuilding with the marimum poselbls weables space; ona
whally utilitarien sod yet in keeplng with the Iand-
soapo of the reglon,

According o pressnt plame the eteff apd etudenta are
to put up theses atructuress without any outsids help.
Finiehlnog the Job of westherproefing the preasmt
structures and Atarting on the next unita ars the big-
eat Joba on oampus, Freparing mealse and dnily main-
enance are our other two major taskm.

Thexa wlll be two groupa of stodemta in the Collago,
those sctually in residence, and the day siundents who

nags TWo

partiocioate in the samo classes, but live at homs.
Eeaident atuients will spend the morming or an sgui-
valent amtunt ¢f time on conatructlon and malwmtsn-
ance, leavipng the remt of tha day fras for atudy
and clessss. Thay will pay only for thaly foold and
ineldental expenses, which nill smount to twenty
dollars for the fall tarm of nina wWealks.

Day atulanta will e charged fiwe dollaxse peT COUTES,
Those who wish to sarn thelr way will be given tuil-
ticn in sxchange for eix bours" work a week, Ths
work asheduls will be adjustsd, in ac far aa poaaible,
to the convenlence of the atwdent.

This aummer's experisncs has shown that thsre will
be hard work involwed, and the Collage will have
1ittls appeal for thoee who are not able to enter
irto the apirit of it, It has by no means been &
vagatlion resort, but we balisws that by learn

to live wndar thess conditione and in aplvlng €
problems that bawe ariesn, we have oads dafinita
aduoational galna.

Por lighting we are at present relying on olinae
lampe. Thia fall the building will be hosated with
firaplacen, and ccal etoves will he lnstalled whare
necessary, GCoal csn be had at the minen for abouk
two dollars a tom, While fthers are ample dsadfalls
in the extencive forests pesarhy to provide firewood
for a long ¥ims t0 come. Water ia haunled from

toetsd woalla, emd ia chloripated before using.

pages threa

Shonld the atuodents wisrh to set up mny further organ-
igation, it 1e their gri'rilagq to do o, It is the
plan of the adviesrs to have the eindent boldy govern
Lteelf, om the assumptlon that it 1s compoasd of
aldnlt mon and women.

The campus of the College in the Hilla i looatsd in
the Omark hill ocountry of Jouthern Illinolie, a ragion
of unusasl scenle beauty. It oopmlate of & Torty-
aore traot op Illinoin Eoute 34, oixteen mlles aoutheant
of Harrieburg, ond fourteen milss from Elizabathtown,
gounty @eat of Hardin Coumnty and a famous old rivar
port, Tha reglon is largely in an agrlcultural atags,
and the log cabin is atill etapdard squirment in smoh
of Herdin County. TYet it is only fwenty minutea by
road from the sampus to Harriaburg, a clty of 18,000
on ths acutharn sdga of the Southern I1linois ooal
fisld.

ADMISSION

In the case of elither resldsnt or day studanta, ad-
miseion to opllege aouraes ordinarily regulres high
school graduation. Iindsnts of matora years snd any
pthers who may not hava hed suffiolent formaml pro-
paration may attend olasess bui can nmot eaxpect col-
lege oredlt through examinetions upon matrlcociation
gt another ocollego or wniveralty.

Tha Collegs has a wall-balancsl and wnusually up-
to=date Llibrary of about twenty-five hundred books,
whichk 18 being added to conetantly.

The atwdont wlll have to provide plenty of blanketa,
along with sheeta, pillew, pillow caged, towala,
and other itoms of psrsonsl mes. Tha Collage pro—
vides cote. High boota, overalls, end rough, warm,
ontdoor olothes are sadontisl.

All fiscal and corporats affoirs are decided by the
faculty in residence. All matters dealing wWith ato-
dent lifa are dsclded by the Colloge a8 o wholse.

ERGISTRATION AND IOCATION OF CLASSES

Foth resident and day studsnts are requested to reg-
1ater at the College Thureday apd Friday, CGotober

11 snd 12, Classes will begin Mondey, Ootober 15.
Thay will maet githsr at ths College or at some point
mores convenlent to the majority of stulents register-
ing for ths course.

COUR2ES OF INSTRUCTIOH

Ths echool year 1s dlvided inte four guertera, of
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whioh ths eummer @esnlon la gounted sa one. Evaning e
classee will meet twloe a week for two hours each atulisd, written, snd produced in acoperation with
night, Day clasnes will be arranged to sult the commmmity dramatio groups,. Experisnocs lp directing
comrenlence of advrlser and siwlentnm. and produo plagn will e providad.

B ABRT . Ayt fundamsntala; form, ocomtent,
The Collags 1n the Hille doss not balisve that a for- ) n of contemporary art; ths art raflex
mel ayetem of grade marking mekes for tha beat rala- and aTt purposs in moclaty.
tionahip batwWesn sdvissr snd student, nor is 1t com- 9 JBT TECHEIQUE, Linear black snd whits; brush
duoive to the highast types of scholarship. In the white; palotipg ln ocolor; poster graphioc.
osba of atulente wishing & Teport to be given to other 10 CHREATIVE COMPOSIVION, 4n introduwetory coursa
institutions, a atatement of the amownt and guallty aiming at the dsvelopment of the ability to expresn
of ths work dons Will ba fent on reguast. In ths cade opsself clsarly and well in writing.
of Lowar Collega atudenta, thia report will be =emt to
parants at the snd of sach guerter. A oritlcism of his Advipara: Donald F. Brown, Mildred George, Femny Cont.

progreae will also be given to the sindent.

THE S0CIAL SulzRUES,

The apadamic work of tha Collsgoe falls vnlder four

divisiona: the Humapltlea, the Sooisl Solences, the 14 GEYERAL IETRODUCTORY COURSE, The btesic course of
Biologionl Seoiences, and the Phyaleal Sclances,. amch tha 3ocolal Bolsnces combines a atuly of the evolution
atmdsnt in the Lowar College normally completse a of the pocial, scomomic, and political order with the
basle courda, regulring thres guarters to complete, methods Ly which the soolal sclsnces approach their
ip each ~f thess divieions. 4t the snd of two years, problem.

or oarliss, iIf ha fasls prepared, he takes a compra- E THRORIES OF ECONOMICE AND THETR ORIGIEI, From
henelve saxaminstion on thie material, Advanced stoe Aean Smlth throogh Marx and Mill to the atruggle Tor
depte are sorolled in ome of the central eeminara, mantery in the preasnt day. Emphasis on the economie
and may devots thelr entire tlme to the work of that beaele of capitaliem, fasciam, sooialiem, with an sne—
peminar snd some projesct conneoted with 1t, or they lyeis of the ecopmomlc trend of the Unitsd Jtatsa

may sntsr auch additional coursea as they feel will undsr tha Eew Deal.

bant merve thalr needa. 3C AMERICAN LABOR HISTORY AND IFROBLEME . The recent

atory of Amaricen Labor, Studenis in this coures will
gtody, at first hend, and from peraomal comtast, the

COURSES AVATLABLE I THE FALL QUARTZR, 19%3M. problem of problem of labor in the coal flalds, in
the apar mivee, and in ths rural area,
TEE BOMANITIES 4 CONTEMPORASY EUROEE. Intensive reading snd dis-
pasnion toward the underptanding of the world bafors
1A 7THE MODERE WOELD. This ls ths firat guarter of ths wer. Ths tramsformaticn from pre-war Burope fo
the introductory banic course in the Humenities, It the conflicting imierests of pont-War wtates will be
ie & atudy of our elvilizetion as o bame for the atudied, particularly the rise of poat-war Geroany,
study of literature, philosophy, religion, and art. Fupeis, ood Italy.
4d CFEEMLN IARGUAGE AMD LIFERATURE. A beginoning GA AMERICAN GOVERNMENT. The first quarter of the
oourss looking toward an mdurﬂtu%lns of German sourss in Politlocal Solemes, Historicsl backgrounds
thought as well sa tha wma of the langusgs. in the developmept of the natiomal government will be
7 THE PLAYCRAPTIRA, uin advanposd group of ssminar uhad nA A basia for the anslyeis g:stlu pressnt poli-
rank, for thoss whe haws had experiancs or have ability tioal pietmre. .
along the line of oreative dramaties, PFlaye will be
page mlx
page Saven
[ S0CIAL PATHOLOGY, A4 atudy of the problems confront-—
ing goclety today 1z torms of thelr hiatory, cansem, 3 COLIRGE AIGRERA, Thia goursd ipvolves linser sgua-
conasquances, remsdisn, methods of pravention, and tlome in tlres mnknmowns,; the theory of dsterminantn;
inter-relntlonahipe with other problems. third degres sguaticne; grapbhe; oube roots; arithmetio,
7 GRBUZ OBGARIZATION, “Pechnigues and theory of the geometrio, harmonie, ard logarithmle saries; ths thaory
organization of ohildren's and sdult groups, with of mumbers; and ths thsory of sguatlona.
epsolel referemos to group contrel, permonality and 4 TRIGONOMETRY, Thle ocourse involwes the Cartesian
. mociel sdjustoent, and eoclalication as the ultimate eystem, trigonomeatrio sguatioms, inverss fomctloms,
abjectives of tha lasder. polar cocordinates, and grapha.
5 SOHVEY OF SOUTHERN ILLINOIS. 4n advanesd sominar
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An artist in every fiber of his being, Penny Cent’s lack of inhibition concerning display of the
human body no doubt kept the rumor mill well supplied. '
46

= - ———————




“What person do you remember who was connected
with the College in the Hills?” Practically any southern
Illinois resident old enough to recall the mstitution will
reply, “Penny Cent.”

His active association with the college was longest in
time, and he was the most controversial, the most excit-
ing, the most frequent target of idle chatter. Undoubt-
edly, the college changed his life-style. Some of his col-
leagues at Evanston remember him as an artist of the
carefree playboy “hippie” type when he came to southern
Illinois. Impatient with routine duties he had rather “go
‘possum hunting with the local boys.” Gradually he set-
tled down in his profession to develop two styles of
paintings: one, almost photographic to record pictorial
landscapes of southern Illinois designed for local sale;
the other, an abstract one which won him several Gug-
genheim awards. As the college’s fortunes waned, Penny
Cent’s waxed into a frenetic pattern of advertising the
college throngh speeches, radio appearances, organizing
art groups. One of his first tasks at the college was to
design the school’s insignia or logo, a symbolic design of
three hills representing two pyramids of Egypt (the term
by which the region was known) and a circle depicting
the college community in their midst.

James Stricklin, Harrisburg, remembered him as a
devotee of physical fimess; “He taught me how to swim
as well as teaching most of the little boys in Harrisburg
who were my age. It was not unusual to see him head
down the street toward the swimming pool followed by a
crowd of boys.”

When the college suspended classes, Penny Cent took
an apartment in Harrisburg, but still tried to oversee the
school’s property. He made many personal sacrifices to
provide a viable future for it by teaching private art les-
sons, painting and selling his watercolors and sharing his
award monies from New York City.

Roscoe Pulliam was superintendent of schools at Har-
risburg and friendly toward the college in its struggles.
When he became president of Southern Illingis Univer-
sity, Carbondale, he provided Penny Cent employment
on a government art project at the university—the last
employment the artist had in southern Illinois before
leaving the area. In retrospect, Penny Cent doubtless had
many carping critics, ranging from those who disliked
his German accent to others suspicious of his political
beliefs and personal lifestyle as bemg unorthodox. Yet
among those who disparaged his mode of living and -
fluence were several who defended his memory years
later. For example, one parent, Mrs. Nathan Yarborough,
phoned April B, 1978, to request Penny Cent’s address
and said, “My son worked for him in Harrisburg, clean-
ing his room and running errands. He was a real inspira-
tion to Glen.” Another friend was George Carr, well-
knowvm southern Illinois artist, and one of Permy Cent’s
former private art students. Whenever the charge was
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made that Cent was a Red, Carr always vindicated his
former instructor with such a remark as, “During all the
time I was in his company as we worked, I never heard
him discuss Commumism or even mention it.”* W. Rus-
sell Malan followed Roscoe Pulliam as superintendent of
Harnisburg schools and like Pulliam was supportive of
the college. “Many persons in our area wondered where
Penny Cent got his financial support. They forgot or
never knew he won many Guggenheim Awards in art.”™'
The Guggenheim Foundation recognized Penny Cent's
talent with non-objective paintings or “cromorfs,” as he
called them from a word he coined from the two Greek
words—*“chromas-color” and “morphos-form.™

Notwithstanding [Penny Cent’s] high intelligence and
superior efforts to save his college, the Great Economic
Depression claimed its victim.

Historical Evaluation: Successes and Failures

Most of the successes of the College in the Hills were
short range. The brief existence of the college in its ac-
tive days was a limiting factor. The impact of modem
television to tell its story was not available then, yet the
college appears to have used the single accessible AM
radio station (WEBQ at Harrisburg) to advantage by fur-
nishing refined entertainment and useful information.
Whenever and wherever permitted, the faculty tried to
cooperate with community leaders in small study groups
of dramatics, music and art which gave promise in an
area labeled as culturally blighted. Some efforts had
longer effects, such as establishing the first public library
m Hardin County or researching of neighborhood prob-
lems, if not their solutions, as an aid to state and federal
government agencies. It is rather remarkable the school
became involved in so many outside activities in such a
brief period and still carried on its own instruction and
administration.

Failures were more dramatic. The college failed to en-
roll many students from the immediate community or to
influence significantly the nearby labor forces and their
organizations—both primary objectives of the institution.
The Great Economic Depression was both a catalyst and
a retardant. The college could not afford to be lazy, yet
[was] doomed by factors beyond the founders’ control—
and educational seedling that failed to take root. The fatal
molehills of malicious rumors tripped the unwary staff at
every turn, for next to the pathetic never-ending struggle
to survive financially were the sabotaging bits of gossip
and rumeor seized upon by local enemies to discredit the
college. MNevertheless, youthful enthusiasm, youthful en-
thusiasm, hard work, and willingness to undergo physical
hardship did not produce more than a day-to-day base.
No more poignant summary statement can be made than
quoting the final entry in the “College Meeting” note-
book, September 2,1935: “Request by Rolfe than only
two sugar shells of sugar be served each person at break-
fast.”
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Penny Cent did more than merely drew the church; he also made the picture frame and provided
a brief description of his work. “St. Joseph's Church near Elizabethtown, Hllinois (the famous
{llingis Qzark Country). Drawn on December 23 and 24,1934, Christmas, by special request of
Mrs. M. Humm Hosick, Villuge Clerk of and at Elizabethtown, member of the Church of St.
Joseph "
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The Héﬁ;y ffamp, Sr. | famﬂme-—ﬁow gone--- nea‘rf;‘ﬁe College of the

Hills. The original
painting is owned by Andrew and Judy Hamp and is dated April 4, 1935.



